
The internet provides support for your 
native gardening habit!

Two types of information presented today:
~ resources
~ search strategies



             Google 

            Sources of information
~ native plant nurseries
~ county / university extensions
~ conservation districts
~ conservancies / Tip of the Mitt
~ other Wild Ones chapters
~ native plant “celebrities”
~ wildflower associations
~ Dept of Natural Resources
~ wildlife organizations
~ podcasts
~ Youtube
~ webinars (sign up - they’ll send recording)

~ plant ID apps 

 

               Click 

              Listen / Watch

              Ask

              Sign up 

                Subscribe / follow

Actions that lead to info



1. What are the planting conditions in my garden space?

2. What plants work best in my garden space?

3. What critters will be attracted by the plants I choose?

4. Where can I find the right seeds and plants?

5. How do I turn seeds into plants?

6. How do I design a garden for both humans & non humans?



1. What are the planting conditions in my garden space?

Soil texture test with a jar    or   Messy soil texture test   

Soil testing - maybe more important for veggies and ornamentals?

Sunlight description    and    Sunlight map       

Natural Community - great plant list once you figure it out…

Waterfront        check out all that your MSU has to offer!
                  (notice sign up for newsletter at bottom - almost every helpful website will do this!)

https://directnativeplants.com/soil-texture-test-sand-silt-or-clay/?srsltid=AfmBOoqFBy2s-J4ZdYN2CR2rsVUAzvtY0wMTFYuw3iz9B5Xp0mUbA-Pw
https://www.myhomepark.com/blog/identifying-your-garden-s-soil-type?srsltid=AfmBOooUEgpYEximdyy7Wswpe0qiL1iEyCJVco93d4R2eGbkAEyb0gAZ
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/soil-testing-returns-through-msu-extension?utm_source=cc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=extensiondigests
https://www.dupageforest.org/blog/sun-part-sun-shade
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/managing-resources/landowner-resources/sun-map
https://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/communities
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/smart-waterfront-plants-to-enhance-your-shoreline


2  What plants work best in my garden space?

Keystone plant finder

Homegrown national park plant finder

MSU Natural features inventory

BONAP  and  Michigan Flora   It doesn’t hurt (much) to familiarize yourself with botanical names.

Native plant nursery website filters will help you find the right plants

★ Find a plant for your garden space that is unfamiliar to you!

https://nativeplantfinder.nwf.org/Plants
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/native-plants-finder/
https://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/communities/plant-lists
https://bonap.net/Napa/TaxonMaps/Genus/County/Quercus
https://michiganflora.net/
http://prairiemoon.com


3  What critters will be attracted by the plants I choose?

We want to know how to help the wildlife in our area, so…
Ask Mr Google (choose a phrase from below or write your own)   
      “native plants birds”      
      “birds native plants”
      “butterflies Michigan”
      “native plants winter shelter”

★ Share something you read that we can do to be good providers.

Click on us too!

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/attract-birds-gardening-native-plants-insects/
https://gardenforwildlife.com/blogs/learning-center/how-to-help-birds-with-native-plant-home-gardens-in-fall-and-winter?srsltid=AfmBOor1ZnQ5V30OO0pNCirS2dbfUJqhubSKZE5vsHVUNuPsAl1GzNJJ
https://www.xerces.org/sites/default/files/publications/22-021_01_NPPBI%E2%80%94GreatLakes_web.pdf
https://edgeofthewoodsnursery.com/native-plants-provide-winter-food-sources-for-birds
https://www.canr.msu.edu/ipm/uploads/files/deer_resistant_plants.pdf
https://www.eastmichnatives.com/shop/rabbit-tolerant-plants/20
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/bef07e82144d4b6e88a4c957d0806787


3  What critters will be attracted by the plants I choose?

Experts appear on many podcasts!

★ Use the search function to find more podcasts about                 
going native with Joe Lamp’l

And social media, like Instagram

And Youtube … adjust playback speed and closed captioning at bottom of screen

https://joegardener.com/podcast/how-to-attract-pollinators-native-plants/
https://www.instagram.com/beesnativeplants/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xURDkjJm-U


4. Where can I find the right seeds and plants?
Local is best!   
     ~ Local landscapers who specialize in native plants
     ~ Local nurseries where you can purchase to plant yourself
     ~ Conservation District plant sales (sign up for newsletters!)

Seeds or plants - all of these have extensive resources for learning!
Prairie Moon Nursery             Prairie Nursery             Izel Native Plants

     With your neighbor, choose a plant to investigate:
   ~ How are the websites similar and different from each other?
   ~ What did you learn about the plant while comparing?
   ~ Do you have a website preference?  

https://www.prairiemoon.com
https://www.prairienursery.com/?srsltid=AfmBOooRKg7GHDJ-1feLmKTVA2OF_SRD8G8at2E6RnBuMKqWK9ncA3qd
https://www.izelplants.com


4. Where else can I find the right seeds and plants?

     answer: hunt for them out in the wild (with permission / know the rules) 

Seed collecting

How to Collect and Store Seeds 
           …. And meet Mr Smarty Plants (scroll to bottom of page)

Collecting and Cultivating Native Plant Seeds Webinar 

https://northerngardener.org/collecting-native-seeds/
https://www.wildflower.org/learn/collect-store-seeds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ycw6_X8qMkc


5. How do I turn seeds into plants?

Germination codes vary among seed sources!

How to Grow from Seed

5 Ways to Winter Sow  

Prairie Nursery  click on Learn

https://wildseedproject.net/blog/how-to-grow-natives-from-seed
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RdsYbHahoRw
http://prairienursery.com


6. How do I design a garden for both humans & non humans?

Wild Ones!
Wild Ones again!
Native Plant Landscape Design
Work with Your HOA
Ottawa Conservation District design video
Designing Native Plant Gardens: Minimizing the Error in 'Trial and Error'

Dig plant water repeat

     Search Youtube for “native garden design” → fun homework!

https://nativegardendesigns.wildones.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sHv2Yea57SY
https://gardenforwildlife.com/blogs/learning-center/native-plant-landscape-design-how-to-create-the-wildlife-garden-of-your-dreams?srsltid=AfmBOorMeOLTBOHyQva9JnP08s_LVxGOO5nsbJmHdFsbBjtDlrSPqT9c
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/planting-native-in-your-hoa-community/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=biPEpjFx6do
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNcRNTmqFUE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdxZ3ZAOrno


So…

~ Google away, including image search
~ Click on links when you’re already on a garden / pollinator / bird 
      / conservation website
~ “Ask” some favorite gardeners and experts - e-mail them!
~ Listen to podcasts / read blogs / watch videos & webinars
~ Sign up for newsletters - nurseries, public gardens, conservancies,  
       your local conservation districts, native plant “celebrities”   
       - unsubscribe if they don’t suit you
~ Subscribe / follow - blogs, Youtube, instagram

…NOT LEAST… use MelCat (Michigan e-library) on your library        
. website - practically EVERY BOOK in the state is available to you!   .

MeLCat - available at your Michigan library



Pseudognaphalium obtusifolium



Pseudognaphalium obtusifolium

Do I want this in my native plant garden?     Why or why not?

      Check out these sources and compare notes with your neighbors.

LadyBird Johnson Wildflower Center              

Illinois Wildflowers

Origin Native Plants     

Prairie Moon Nursery    

Minnesota Wildflowers

                                 

https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=PSOB3
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/prairie/plantx/sw_everlasting.htm
https://www.originnativeplants.com/product-page/sweet-everlasting-pseudognaphalium-obtusifolium?srsltid=AfmBOop1Wfg5WY5UPcckUO7M9r3qe5vAB4O676fEwDTfRYsrs4tWYHtz
https://www.prairiemoon.com/pseudognaphalium-obtusifolium-sweet-everlasting#panel-rangemap
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/flower/sweet-everlasting

